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party, passed the House of Commons by sixteen
votes, Charles Greville, a rather cynical man of the
world, " rejoicing, for the honour of the country,
that it had condemned this iniquitous case."1 The
country, however, held a different view of its honour,
and, on an appeal to its judgment, gave a triumphant
majority to the policy of the popular Minister ; the
leading advocates of peace, Cobden, Bright, W. J.
Fox, and Milner Gibson, who had also headed the
Anti-Corn-Law movement, all losing their seats.
In the war subsequently carried on with varying
fortune, until the final submission of the Chinese
in 1860 to the united forces of England and France,
we had just complaints to make of their cruel and
treacherous conduct. Byway, it is to be supposed,
of civilising them, the treaty of peace provided that
the opium traffic should thenceforth be legalised,
and that the duty on it should be fixed at ten
instead of twenty per cent, the rate which the
Chinese Government vainly entreated us to permit.

Our differences with China would have been
settled sooner but for the diversion of the forces
first intended for service in that quarter to meet the
more pressing necessities of India. So denuded
indeed was India of European soldiers, owing to
the requirements of the Crimea, that, but for their
timely help, a formidable mutiny, which had broken
out in the East India Company's Native Bengal
army, might have necessitated the entire reconquest
of the Peninsula. Discontent had for some time
been growing. A policy of territorial aggrandise-
ment, pursued by a series of Governors-General,

1 The Greville Memoirs, Part III., vol. ii., p. 95.